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Ah' Pizz

When we walk in the door at Ah' Pizz, we breathe a sigh of relief — every time. It's not just

the warm way we're greeted by owner Michael LaMorte. It's that the food at Ah' Pizz just

gets better and better, thanks in large part to the arrival last fall of Executive Chef Greg

Lampariello, former executive chef at Terrazza in Nutley and a graduate of the New York

Restaurant School.

From our POV, Ah' Pizz showcases robust, authentic, red sauce fare with style and

substance. When we crave authentic Neapolitan pizza and the best eggplant rollatini

around, it's our go-to choice.

Have you been there lately? The space has almost doubled in size, expanding to more than

100 seats and featuring a private party room. There's complimentary parking in the

adjacent lot. The menu has expanded right along with the restaurant, with the chef

presenting earthy and appealing specials such as short ribs with risotto, and osso buco with
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smashed potatoes.

But when we go to Ah' Pizz, we tend to order the same old, same old — because it's so darn

good. A Margherita pizza for our 8-year-old, one or two of the large fresh salads, the

rollatini appetizer, fettuccine with seafood in an arrabiata sauce; maybe a second

personal-size pizza with artichokes, olives, and anchovies. It's all about the wood-heated,

1,000-degree oven at Ah' Pizz, which cooks pizza perfectly in something like a minute and

half. Man, I'm getting hungry.

Ouch!

And now, a 180. We had a disappointing experience at a local restaurant the other night.

When we dined there for the first time shortly after opening, we found the space cramped

and tight, and the din, oppressive — though the room was attractively decorated. The food

was terrific: fragrant, fresh, and satisfying, if a little pricey. So we agreed, this is a place

we'll just order in from. And that's exactly what we've done, a good four or five times since.

But we were out and about, it was nearing 6 p.m., and we were hungry, so we parked the

car. We were seated quickly, and just in time — because by 6:30 p.m., there was a line out

the door. Tables were crowded together, the room filled with smoke from the ovens, and

service was haphazard. Two waiters worked the table, but neglected to tell each other what

we'd ordered, nor was anything written down. Water glasses were refilled sporadically.

When we asked for leftovers to be packaged, it was done carelessly, with chicken sticking

out of its aluminum foil wrapper. The bill came to $95. Ouch!

Samba Montclair

Contrast that with Samba Montclair.

"You are really missing the boat on Samba," a foodie friend confided some weeks back. "It's

totally charming, the owner is really nice, and it's a great new place to go for breakfast or

lunch." I filed the info in my mind field.

A week after that, I was chatting with a well-known personal trainer in town who said,

"Hey, have you been to Samba yet? I order in lunch from them easily three to four times a

week."

Finally, at a weekend meditation meet-up, I got into a conversation with a lovely woman I'd

only just met. "What are your favorite restaurants in town?" I queried her. "Have you been

to Samba?" She instantly replied. "I just love it. They serve authentic Brazilian food at

dinner. I just wished they served more Brazilian dishes at lunchtime. The food is wonderful
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